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Watershed 
Planning 

under 
RCW90.94



Streamflow 
Restoration

Ecology grant funding in 
2019

• $1,054,000 for 5 water 
rights

• 378 afy toward off-set 
for permit exempt 
wells

• After 2 yrs only able to 
secure 27.5 afy for 
$58,097.50



Transfer
Headaches
Original 378 afy

• Owner not selling (128 
afy)

• Place of use challenges 
(250 afy)

Finding additional water
• Priority date before Jan. 

6, 1976
• Family Farm Act
• Recent beneficial use



Place of Use 
Challenges
Broad place of use 
resulting from division/ 
selling of land

• Covers multiple 
parcels not owned by 
water right holder

• Adjacent property 
owners may not have 
legal right to water

• Challenge increases 
with number of parties 
and with time



Water: ~100afy

POU:
8 parcels

Water Right Holder:
1 parcel

Relinquishment 
Needed:
7 parcels



Water: ~150afy

POU:
27 parcels

Water Right Holder:
12 parcels

Relinquishment 
Needed:

15 parcels



Resolutions to 
Place of Use

• “Show cause” Letters
• Ask other property 

owners voluntarily 
relinquish interest in 
water

• Review parcel & water 
right history to identify 
legal interest

• Example: Leigh Water 
Right



POU:
4 parcels

Water Right Holder:
1 parcel





Little Spokane (WRIA 55) Information

Thank you to the following:
• The Leighs
• Jessica Kuchan, Confluence 

Law
• Jason Shira & Dan Haller, 

Aspect Consulting
• Brandy Reynecke, Jill Scheffer, 

& Vanessa Brinkhuis, Ecology

Questions? Want to learn more?
Amy Sumner
Water Resources Manager
509-477-7578
asumner@spokanecounty.org
https://www.spokanecounty.org
/3843/Restoration-Plan-
Development
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