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Overview of Presentations

• My Presentation
o Notice  

o Water Right Ownership: Legal Descriptions, Place of Use and Necessary Signatures

• Amy Sumner, Spokane County

o Grant Funding for Projects

o Water Right Acquisition Complications

• Eric Weber, Landau Associates
o Changing a Supplemental Water Right

o Changing a Point of Withdrawal



Notice

RCW 90.03.280 states:

“ Upon receipt of a proper application, the department shall instruct the applicant to 
publish notice thereof in a form and within a time prescribed by the department in a 
newspaper of general circulation published in the county or counties in which the 
storage, diversion, and use is to be made, and in such other newspapers as the 
department may direct, once a week for two consecutive weeks. Upon receipt by the 
department of an application it shall send notice thereof containing pertinent information 
to the director of fish and wildlife.”

*30 day protest period after the second publication



Notice

RCW 43.21B.230, states:

(1) Unless otherwise provided by law, any person with standing may commence an appeal to the pollution 
control hearings board by filing a notice of appeal with the board within thirty days from the date of 
receipt of the decision being appealed.

(2) The appeal is timely if it is filed with the board and served upon the state or local agency whose 
action is being appealed within the same thirty-day period. Proof of service must be filed with the clerk 

of the hearings board to perfect the appeal.

(3) The appeal must contain the following in accordance with the rules of the hearings board:
(a) The appellant's name and address;
(b) The date and docket number of the order, permit, license, or decision appealed;
(c) A copy of the order, permit, license, or decision that is the subject of the appeal;
(d) A clear, separate, and concise statement of every error alleged to have been committed;
(e) A clear and concise statement of facts upon which the requester relies to sustain his or her 

statements of error; and
(f) A statement setting forth the relief sought.



Notice



Water Right Ownership

RCW 90.03.380(1) reads, in pertinent 
part:

“The right to the use of water which has 
been applied to a beneficial use in the state 
shall be and remain appurtenant to the 
land or place upon which the same is used  
. . . .”



Water Right Ownership
Place of Use & Ecology’s Signature Policy

Washington Department of Ecology requires:*
• Ownership disputes must be addressed by the parties
• Any application or form that requires a signature must be signed by the 

applicant and other required parties to be accepted.
• Including:

• “Parties with an ownership interest in the parcel(s) of land constituting the 
proposed place of use area also to sign, if not already signing as an 
applicant or owner(s) of the water right.”

*Washington State Department of Ecology, Water Resources Program 
Guidance, Ensuring Proper Signature on Applications and Forms, Publication 
21-11-002 (Oct. 9, 2013)



Water Right Ownership 
Water Right Change Application Signatures

Water Right Certificate for Irrigation Purposes
• Water Right authorizes the irrigation of 40 acres
• Place of Use area is hundreds of acres, currently owned by multiple parties
• Water Right User needs to apply for a change for the water right
• Ecology states that all parties that own property within the place of use need to 

sign the change of use application

Title Research Back to the Timing of the Water Right Application for entire place of use
• At the time of the Application the place of use was owned by multiple owners
• Title research confirmed water right user was successor-in-interest to original 

applicant
• Other owners within the place of use contacted

• Affidavit of non-use
• Quit Claim Deed
• Quiet Title Action



Water Right Ownership
Dispute Example

Water Right Claim For Multiple Domestic Water Uses
• Claim was filed properly under RCW 90.14.041

• Water use for six parcels 
• Claim states that the water use was established in 1903
• One parcel owner claims ownership and seeks to exclude others

Quiet Title Action
• Title research back to common ownership in 1903
• Title research confirms that predecessors-in-interest identified proportionate 

ownership
• Summary Judgment



Water Right Ownership
Dispute Example



Water Right Ownership
Dispute Example
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